Information about the Matura exam in English

WRITTEN   EXAM

The candidate is expected to be able to understand a taped conversation or speech, summarize it and/or answer questions about it. Furthermore the student has to be able to write different types of texts such as diary entries, formal and informal letters, contrastive and comparative texts, argumentative essays, advertisements, stories, reports, dialogues and descriptions, etc.


Part 1: listening comprehension
Answers have to be handed in after 50 minutes at the latest,
no dictionaries allowed.

Part 2: long text / impulse texts
Candidates have to choose either the long text, or the impulse texts.
Answers have to be handed in four hours after the beginning of the exam at the latest,
dictionaries allowed.

Long text: (approximately 500 words)
Impulse texts: (short texts of up to 150 words, a graph, picture, cartoon, advertisement, etc.)

Possible tasks: summarize the texts, interpret them, state opinion, write a topic-related essay or do other follow-up activities.

ORAL   EXAM

The candidate is expected to discuss a newspaper article, an extract from a magazine, a book or a video showing that he/she has understood the text and that he/she can express his/her opinion about it in fluent English. Furthermore, the student has to have a thorough knowledge of English grammar and vocabulary as well as the topics, books, short stories, films, or any other topic previously discussed in class.

Question 1 = special question:
always text based,
has to be answered.

Question 2 A/B = general questions
candidates choose one out of two questions,
questions can be connected with texts.

For a positive result of the oral exam, both questions (question 1 and question 2A or 2B) have to be answered sufficiently.

